^'dPCT/PTO O1FEB20Q5 

PCT/JP2003/005410 ^ 



PENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
j FP030094 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliininary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/005410 


International filing date (day/mont!i/year) 
25 April 2003 (25.04.2003) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

02 August 2002 (02.08.2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or n 
B66C 1/36 


ational classification and IPC 



Applicant 



KABUSHIKI KAISHA NIICHI 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet 



I— I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawing 'which have been 
□ amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages m 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages __ 

pages . 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
' the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . wni ^ 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
[ | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
Q contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| \ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I 1 the description, pages 

\ | the claims, Nos. , 

[ | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



|-1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5. | I be y 0n d the disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

1 and70.17). 

» Aliy replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to wider item 1 and annexed to tins report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-13 YES 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 4 f 9 YES 

Claims 1-3,5-8, 10-13 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-13 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-13 



Document 1 : Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 46454/1986 (Laid-open No. 173382/1987) (TAKAYOSHI 
NAKAJEvIA, SHIN KISHITA), 04 November 1987 (04.11.87), full text, Figs. 1-8 (Family: none) 

Document 2: JP, 3-416, Yl (NGK INSULATORS, LTD.), 26 January 1928 (26.01.28), full text, 
Figs. 1-2 (Family: none) 

Document 1 describes "a rope hanger comprising a main body having a hanging part that is 
essentially hook shaped for hanging rope, etc.; a slip-off preventive lever whose turning pivot part is 
turnably supported at a position outside the tip of the hanging part on the aforesaid main body and 
whose turning end part moves between a locked position that is closed between a position where it 
contacts the inside of the tip of the aforesaid hanging part and the tip of the hanging part and an open 
position where the turning end part is distanced from the hanging part's tip; and a spring for 
energizing and applying rotation force to the slip-off preventive lever to the locked position side." 

Document 2 describes the point about "providing a spring that holds the slip-off preventive lever 
at a position in a state in which it can move laterally within a fixed range in the direction orthogonal to 
its turning direction and energizing the slip-off preventive lever toward the lock position that is at one 
end of this range, and providing a stopper means that prevents the slip-off preventive lever from 
turning to the open position side only when the slip-off preventive lever is at the lock position." 

Employing the slip-off preventive lever's action mechanism of document 2 in the action 
mechanism of the slip-off preventive lever of the rope hanger of document 1 would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art. 

The subject matter of claims 4 and 9 is not described in any of the documents cited in the ISR and 
appears to be non-obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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